
W elcome to the Ellis County Master Gardenerõs E-Gardening Newsletter. The purpose of this newsletter is to 
give you a month-by-month agenda of what you should be doing with your landscape. We will feature horticul-

tural articles that we hope you will find interesting, and important dates where you can find the Master Garden-
ers speaking, demonstrating, and passing out information relative to your garden. If you would like to receive this 
newsletter monthly via your email address, log onto our website www.ECMGA.com and click on subscribe. Best of 
all; itõs FREE!      Editors and Newsletter Team: Susan Ellis, Donna Seery, Bree Shaw 
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Saturday mornings at 8:10am on 
1390 AM and 99.1 FM. 
 

The Ellis County Master Gardeners 
have a fifteen minute segment eve-
ry week, offering you helpful infor-
mation on what you need to be 
doing in your landscape, as well as 
ñhappeningsò around the county. 
Be sure to listen in! 

Scott Rigsby 

Every Saturday from April to October from 8am-1pm 

410 S. Rogers (across from City Hall in the old lumberyard building) 

Visit the Master Gardenersô Booth! 

rUseful gardening tips 
rPlants and herbs for sale 
rFree handouts...Some items for a fee 
rTell a friend to sign up for the E-Garden Newsletteré itôs FREE! 

Every week at the Market, there is a unique theme designed to highlight vendor 
products, in-season produce, childrenôs activities, or interesting garden subjects. Fol-
lowing are the upcoming themes for September:  

will be offering melon creations for sampling. Our 
farmers and growers have a variety of melons for sale. In addition to watermelon, muskmelon 
and cantaloupe look for some new varieties. Market chefs Cheryl and Arlene will be offering 
some unusual ways to prepare and serve these wonderful summer fruits. For starters you can 
try some pickled watermelon rind, a three-melon salsa, melon water and more. Come see 
whatôs chilling in the tasting room in the front of the market. Remember, itôs airconditioned 
inside! 

The Indian Trail Master Naturalists will bring 
their crafty skills. There are always some unusual natural items to share with our young visi-
tors of all ages. Be sure to bring your kids and grandkids into the Craft Room at the front of 
the market for some cool arts and crafts. 

The ECMGôs Pop-Up Horticulture returns 
and the featured topic will be Growing a Fall Vegetable Garden. Texas is blessed to have two 
ideal growing seasons with totally different crops for each. If you love lettuce, garlic, onions, 
spinach, kale, dark greens, carrots, radishes, potatoes and more visit the white pop-up tent at 
the master gardener booth to learn how to plant, grow and harvest cool season crops. 

and pears and plums and all those delicious 
tree fruits that are just coming into season. There may still be some late peaches available. If 
so, be sure to grab some; this was a bumper year for this delicious, juicy fruit. Figs have a 

short season but several sellers offered them in August so look for a few in September. Pears 
have been available, but it really seems like fall is here when the apples start arriving. Alt-
hough apples are generally a west Texas crop, some newer dwarf varieties are being grown in 

North Texas so look for them and support our local growers. 

Second Tuesday of the month 

The Master Gardeners will be planning for 2020 therefore there will not 
be a speaker during the month of September. Be sure to check out next 
monthôs newsletter for the information about Octoberôs speaker.  

Social time begins at 9:30am and the meeting begins at 10am. Please be 
our guest! The meeting takes place in the Fidelis ñBanquetò Hall of the First United Meth-
odist Church, 505 W. Marvin Ave., Waxahachie. For info, call (972) 825-5175. 
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§ Plant these fall vegetables now: beets, carrots, ñgreensò (mustard, collard, turnip), kale, lettuce, radishes and spinach. 

§ Lawn establishment using warm-season grasses such as Bermudagrass, St. Augustine, zoysia and buffalo grass should be com-
pleted early in in the month. 

§ Overseed established Bermudagrass lawns with perennial ryegrass this month, if desired. 

§ Plant these fall-blooming annuals from bedding plants before buds have opened: marigolds, petunias, asters, pinks, snapdrag-
ons and mums. Wait until cooler weather to plant pansies, violas and ornamental cabbages and kale. 

§ Complete sowing bluebonnets to ensure spring flowers. For season-long color, purchase a wildflower mix that contains annu-
als and perennials, as well as cool-season and warm season plants such as bluebonnets, black-eyed Susan, Indian blanket, Indi-
an paintbrush, Mexican hat, plains coreopsis, purple coneflower and evening primrose. Sow seeds in areas that are free of 
grasses and lightly tilled. Lightly rake area to get good seed-soil contact before watering. 

§ Apply high-nitrogen fertilizer (4-1-2 ratio) on lawns and shrubs to prepare plants for fall and winter. Container plants will ben-
efit from using high-nitrogen, water-soluble fertilizers. 

§ Tidy up summer perennials by removing dead and faded flower stems and seed stalks. Continue through fall. 

§ Root-prune trees and shrubs to be transplanted this winter. Cutting the roots around the plant with a spade will stimulate new 
root growth in what will become the soil ball when plant is moved. 

§ Apply a pre-emergent herbicide to lawns early in the month to control winter weeds. Depending on the type of weed targeted, 
it may be necessary to apply two products ï one for grassy weeds (annual bluegrass, ryegrass, etc.) and another for broad-
leafed weeds (chickweed, clover, dandelions, henbit, etc.) 

§ Make final application of ImageÈ or SedgeHammerÈ before mid-month to control nutsedge in warm-season lawns. 

§ Remove webworms from pecan trees. Cut off the ends of branches as soon as the webs appear. Tear open large webs to expose 
worms for the birds. Spraying is not practical. 

§ Spray roses suffering from black spot and powdery mildew with labeled fungicide. 

§ Prepare beds for spring-flowering bulbs. Add organic matter to improve water drainage. 

                                       Greg Grant, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, Smith County 

Have you recently noticed small limbs on the ground from your pecans, hickories, persimmons, elms or oth-
er trees? Do they look like theyôve been cut off and stuck in a pencil sharpener? If so, these are caused by an 
insect known as a twig girdler. (Pictured R:Twig girdler, Oncideres pustulatus LeConte (Coleoptera: 
Cerambycidae), female. Photo by M. E. Rice) 

Twig girdlers are common throughout most of Texas. The odd fallen branches caused by these insects al-
ways provoke curiosity. Most people donôt even realize they have them until autumn when the limbs start dropping to the ground. 
Twig girdlers are members of the insect group known as long horned beetles. The male twig girdler has antennae almost twice as 
long as the length of the insectôs body. The female only has antennae that are equal to the length of her body. 
Twig girdlers range in size from one-half to eleven-sixteenths of an inch long and are cylindrical in form. These insects are light to 
dark brown in color with a gray band across the middle of the wings. They may even be densely speckled with pink, orange or dark 
yellow spots. They are stealthy, so you are almost guaranteed to never see one. 
August through October is when these insects begin their chewing habits. After mating, the female girdler selects a living branch on a 
host tree, straddles the branch and penetrates the bark by cutting deeply into the wood with her mandibles. She cuts a small section at 
a time. This process continues until a clean incision has been excavated around the small branch. The female girdler is careful not to 
completely sever the branch from the tree, leaving it connected by a center portion of heartwood. 
The female girdler then bites up to 10 or so notches into the bark of the branch, singly deposits eggs in the notches and covers them 
with a protective secretion. During fall and winter months, these limbs die and break from the tree. The larvae hatch and feed on the 
dead wood of the girdled branch, burrowing just beneath the bark. The life cycle of this insect is complete in one year. 
Trying to control them is mostly futile. The most effective method is to gather the girdled limbs and dispose of them as they fall. Itôs 
one more reason to get up from the couch or the computer. Disposing of these limbs eliminates the source of the larvae that would 
otherwise develop into adult girdlers the following summer. For country folks like me, burning the limbs is one way of control. You 
could also shred and dispose of them. Repeated applications of an insecticide into the tops of your trees is not an environmentally 
sound practice, nor would it necessarily be successful. To be honest, other than picking them up to make the place look tidy, I gener-
ally do nothing at all, as the damage to the trees is hardly noticeable. Iôve always just thought of them as part of fall. 
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Submitted by Melinda Kocian  
Ellis County Master Gardener  

  ~  Sunflower Family (Asteraceae) 
             Gaillardia pulchells Foug. 

Region:              1 through 10 (Ellis Co. is Region 4) 
Size:  1 ï 2İ feet 
Blooms: February ï December, Annual 

As Texasô annual spring bluebonnet show fades, Indian blankets begin to bloom. Acre upon acre of them can be seen in fields, 
pastures and on roadsides. The ancestor of several cultivated varieties, Gaillardia is now planted along interstate highways. Sea-
sonal color of wildflowers along the right-of-way has proven to be practical as well as beautiful, saving the cost of constant 
mowing. This flashy flower tops a bushy little plant, with two-inch wheels of red petals tipped with yellow. The center disk 
starts out yellow turning dark red with age. Flowers are solitary on a stem. Of the seven Gaillardia species in Texas, this one and 
G. amblyodon are annual; the others are all perennial. Flower colors can vary from all red to all yellow. 

Information and Orientation Session 
 
 

 
 
 

The Ellis County Master Gardeners invite all who are interested to join us for an orientation and informational meeting about 
joining the Ellis County Master Gardener Association. Find out who we are, what our mission is all about and how you can be 
part of it. Applications for the ECMGA training will be available during this event. 

Master Gardeners extend research based-horticultural education to an ever-increasing gardening audience and provides a viable 
way to meet the public demand for horticultural information. The Ellis County Master Gardener program follows the State of 
Texas Master Gardener Program, and are representatives of Texas A&M AgriLife Extension. As such, Master Gardeners follow 
the research-based recommendations of Texas A&M AgriLife Extension. 

* Open to any resident of Ellis County or nearby areas 18 or older 

* Selection is based on the volunteer needs of our organization and the qualifications of the applicants 
* All applications will be kept in strict confidence and privacy is respected 
* Requirements: interest in helping people, ability and desire to learn, willingness to provide unbiased, research-based infor-
mation and be a team player 
* GARDENING EXPERIENCE AND EXPERTISE NOT REQUIRED 

The application period will be open from October 14, 2019, through January 1, 2020. No applications will be accepted after Jan-
uary 1. Classes in the past have been held at First United Methodist Church Waxahachie in the month of February; every Tues-
day and Thursday 8:30amð4pm. A change in location and dates are currently being considered. The training includes approxi-
mately 70 hours of research-based horticultural education and materials and is limited to 20 participants. The cost will be deter-
mined at a later date. Registration applications will be available at the Meet and Greet session. 

Monday, October 14, 2019, from 5:30pmð8:30pm 
Program begins at 6:30pm 
First United Methodist Church  

 505 W. Marvin Ave., Waxahachie, TX 75165 
No Charge for this Meet and Greet 
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Larry Stein and Joe Masabni 
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension 

Fall crops generally do better when started from transplants than from seed. 
Transplants should always be used for growing tomatoes and peppers. 
The trick to establishing healthy transplants during late summer is to make 
sure they have plenty of water. Transplants in peat pots or cell packs with 
restricted root zones require at least two weeks for their root systems to en-
large enough to support active plant growth. Until that time, they may need to 
be watered every day or the plants will be stunted or even die. 

However, too much water is just as harmful 
as not enough. Soaking-wet soil will cause 
root rotting and subsequent stunting or death. 
So check the soil moisture by feeling the soil 
before applying water. If the soil balls togeth-
er, it still has enough water; if not, apply wa-
ter. 
Buy the largest transplants possible. Even 
though larger transplants cost more, their root 
systems will spread faster and the plants will 
produce more fruit sooner. 
Or, grow your own larger transplants by 
planting small ones in potting soil and evenly 
mixing in slow-release fertilizer pellets such 
as OsmocoteÈ. Add a water-soluble fertilizer 
to the irrigation water and place the plants in 
full sun (with shade after 3pm). Keep the 
transplants moist, but donôt over-water them. 

Ellis County is in Region III related to this 
article. 

Join the Indian Trail Master Naturalists at their monthly meeting on Monday, September 23, 2019. The program 
for the evening is entitled ñNative Grasses, the Foundation of Prairie Ecology & Restorationò. John Snow-
den will provide a discussion on the importance of our Texas native grasses. John is aggressively involved 
in public education and currently intensely active in volunteer prairie restorations across the metroplex, win-
ter transplants, seeds, educational demonstrations and pollinators projects. Each outing in nature with friends 
and family brings new details which John uses in his endeavors. Johnôs message is Go, See, Enjoy, Learn! 

The program is free and begins at 7pm following the 6pm Master Naturalist meeting that is also open to the public. Meeting location: 
First United Methodist Church, Family Life Center 505 W. Marvin Ave., Waxahachie. For more info, call (972) 825-5175 or email 
ellis-tx@tamu.edu 

Saturday, September 21, 2019, 9am. Wildflower Walk. Members will be leading a walk at Mockingbird Nature Park. Join in this 
half-mile stroll along the trails to identify wildflowers. Free to the public. Participants should bring drinking water and wear comforta-
ble shoes. The walk will be canceled if raining. Info at: http://txmn.org/indiantrail/ or email: Information@itmnc.com  

Your mind is a Garden, 

Your thoughts are the seeds, 
You can grow flowers, 
Or you can grow weeds. 
                                           Author unknown 


